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Scientific Sterilization - Ensuring Safety - Open CSSD, Shared Excellence

10th International Day of Sterilisation Sciences: CSSD Open Day Event
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Submitted by Wu Yingqin from the First Veterans Hospital of Sichuan Province
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In response to the initiative of the World Federation for Hospital Sterilisation Sciences (WFHSS)
and in line with the vision of the Sterile Supply Committee of the Chinese Nursing Association



—professional excellence, quality improvement, and innovation — the CSSD of The First Veterans
Hospital of Sichuan Province hosted an Open Day event on April 9, 2026 under the theme “Scientific
Sterilization - Ensuring Safety - Open CSSD, Shared Excellence.” The event aimed to deepen clinical
understanding of CSSD operations and strengthen collaboration across departments in support of patient
safety. Head nurses from clinical departments, general duty nurses, department leaders, and hospital
administrators were invited to take part in the program.
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Sign-in Session
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At the start of the event, participants gathered for registration and group photos. The event began in a
well-organized manner.
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The session was hosted by Wu Yingqin, Head Nurse of the CSSD, who introduced the purpose of the
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Opening Speeches

SEUISRIGEACAE T R0 B0, ZERR ORI T ER ORI OO BEBE IO, TR
iR HAEOR R B AL BE W LG, A EIRKRE DL OIS S AN, I KR S i 2 R I7
LA R, RN Y B R B R P T Z e i e BB A, D iR
BN, ST .

At the opening ceremony, Vice President Gong Mingjing highlighted the critical role of the CSSD in
ensuring patient safety. He noted that the sterilization quality directly impacts clinical outcomes and
emphasized the importance of standardized management across the entire lifecycle of sterile items. He
encouraged clinical teams to use this event as an opportunity to strengthen awareness of infection
prevention and to work more closely with the CSSD to support safe and effective care.
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Xiong Yanjun, Director of the Nursing Department, highlighted three key aims of the event:
transparency, understanding, and collaboration. She noted that opening the CSSD to clinical staff helps
break down barriers between departments and encourages closer, more effective collaboration.
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Educational Session: Standardized Management of Sterile Items
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Wang Ying, team leader of the sterile storage area, delivered a session on the standardized
management of sterile items. The presentation covered environmental control, unloading procedures,
storage practices, and distribution processes. The session provided practical insights into routine operations
and helped participants better understand the importance of consistency in sterile supply management.
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Ensuring Sterile Safety to Support Patient Care
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He Caihong, Director of the Infection Control Department, addressed common issues in the
distribution and transportation of sterile items and emphasized the importance of strict compliance with
protocols. She outlined the role of physical, chemical, and biological monitoring in ensuring sterilization
quality, and called on all staff involved in handling sterile items to maintain high standards and a strong

sense of responsibility in daily practice.
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Immersive Experience: Inside the CSSD
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Participants put on protective equipment and observed routine procedures in the decontamination area,
gaining a clearer understanding of occupational safety requirements. They also used illuminated magnifiers
to check instrument cleanliness and integrity, experiencing the precision required in quality control.
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The tour then moved into the sterilization area, where participants learned about sterilization principles
and operational standards, before continuing to the sterile storage area. There, they saw how environmental
conditions are maintained, how items are stored and organized, and how distribution is
managed—ensuring sterile supplies are safe and ready for use.
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The Open Day provided an opportunity for clinical and support teams to better understand CSSD
operations and to strengthen collaboration across departments. By encouraging transparency and open
communication, the event helped build greater trust and alignment in support of patient safety. Looking
ahead, the CSSD will continue to strengthen its practices and support clinical care through consistent
standards, professional expertise, and close collaboration.
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Hospital Overview
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Founded in 1951, The First Veterans Hospital of Sichuan Province is affiliated with the Sichuan
Provincial Department of Veterans Affairs. It is a tertiary general hospital integrating convalescence,
medical care, rehabilitation, and long-term care services. The hospital serves as a major institution for the
centralized care of disabled veterans in China, caring for patients with complex conditions, advanced age,
and significant disabilities. It is also designated as a provincial, municipal, and district-level base for
patriotic education, as well as a provincial education base for national defense, and is recognized as a
nationally protected cultural heritage site. The institution operates under a unified administrative structure
with three designations:Sichuan Province Revolutionary Disable Armyman Rehab, The First Veterans
Hospital of Sichuan Province, and Sichuan First Honorary Veterans Hospital. The hospital covers an area
of over 300 acres and provides 596 inpatient beds. It comprises 36 clinical and support departments and
offers more than 60 specialized services. Equipped with advanced medical technologies and supported by
an experienced clinical team, the hospital delivers comprehensive services including diagnosis, treatment,
rehabilitation, and preventive care to the surrounding community.
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The CSSD was established in 1951 and rebuilt in 2006. It occupies approximately 440 square meters and
features a well-defined functional layout that meets current standards. Managed by the Nursing
Department, the CSSD is responsible for the reprocessing of reusable medical devices for both in-house
departments and external healthcare facilities. Its working procedures include collection, sorting, cleaning,
disinfection, drying, inspection and maintenance, packaging, sterilization, storage, and distribution. The
department is equipped with a range of advanced systems and devices, including a water treatment system,
a multifunctional cleaning workstation, an endoscope reprocessing unit, two automated
washer-disinfectors, a vacuum washer-disinfector, an ultrasonic cleaner, an ATP handheld, an insulation
tester, a pulse vacuum steam sterilizer, two hydrogen peroxide plasma low-temperature sterilizers, and a
rapid biological reader.



